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PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES

Reference Maps:

The Sidewalk and Crossings map indicates: The Planting Strip and Driveway map
e Sidewalk presence indicates:
e Sidewalk width e Planting strip presence and type
e Sidewalk condition e Planting strip width
e Crosswalk presence and type e Driveway ADA compliance
e Missing or diagonal curb ramps
e Pedestrian warning and regulatory signs
e Pedestrian countdown signals and

pushbuttons
e Turning restrictions (no turn on red signs)

Sidewalk

Glover Park has a comprehensive network of sidewalks on both
sides of most streets throughout the study area. Only a few
streets have sidewalk gaps on one side, for example the west
side of 42" Street and the south side of Cathedral Street near
Idaho. In both of these cases, topography and limited right-of-
way present challenges for sidewalk construction.

On average, sidewalks are 5’ wide in the residential area of

Glover Park, and approximately 8 along Wisconsin Avenue. The

sidewalk clear-width (the minimum width) was measured on

each block in the study area to ensure sidewalks meet Americans

with Disabilities Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG). Most blocks

have 4* and 5’ clear-widths, however a few sidewalks have only  sidewalk gap at 39" Street at Fulton

1.5" to 3’ of clear width which does not meet ADA guidelines.

Sidewalks with less than 3’ clear width:

Tunlaw Road between Beecher Street and 39" Street

36" Street between Edmunds Street and Fulton Street

Edmunds Street between Wisconsin Ave and 36" Place

Portions of 37" Street between Calvert Street and W

Place

e Hall Place

e Wisconsin Avenue between W Place and Whitehaven
Pkwy

e 42" Street north of Beecher Street

The condition of sidewalks throughout Glover Park were
assessed and given a rating using the same scale as used for | imited clear width on Tunlaw Road
pavement condition as follows: sidewalks

Sidewalk Surface Condition Rating

RATING PAVEMENT CONDITION*

Only new or nearly new sidewalks are likely to be smooth enough and free of cracks and
patches to qualify for this category.

5.0 (Very Good)

4.0 (Good) Sidewalks, although not as smooth as described above, are still generally smooth and only
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exhibit minor signs of surface deterioration.

3.0 (Fair) surfaces still meet ADA requirements.

Sidewalks that may have cracks, patches, and other surface irregularities, but their

2.0 (Poor)

Sidewalks surfaces that are not ADA compliant. Cracks, potholes, ruts, root damage
cause surface to have bumps estimated as greater than 1/4-inch wide or 1/4-inch high.

as greater than 1-inch wide or 1-inch high.

Sidewalks that are in a deteriorated condition. Heaving, cracking, root damage, and/or
1.0 (Very Poor) potholes are common. They are not ADA compliant. The sidewalk has bumps estimated

Note: Sidewalk width is not considered when evaluating this factor.

Most sidewalks in the study area were found to be in very good or good condition. A number of blocks
had sidewalks in fair condition, with some cracks and surface irregularities. Roughly ten blocks had
sidewalks assessed as being in poor or very poor condition. These sidewalks are found on the following

streets:
e 35" Street south of Wisconsin
Tunlaw Road between 37" Street and W Place

38" Street between Garfield Street and Fulton Street
e Watson Place between New Mexico Ave and Garfield Street

Klingle Place between Massachusetts Avenue and 39" Street

Benton Street between Huidekoper Place and Observatory Place
Garfield Street between Massachusetts Avenue and Wisconsin Ave

e Massachusetts Avenue between 38" Street and Wisconsin Avenue

Street Crossings

The majority of
controlled intersections
in  Glover Park have
crosswalk pavement
markings; both  high
visibility and parallel
line crosswalks are used.
Except for the
intersection of Calvert
Street and Tunlaw Road,
all of the signalized
intersections in Glover
Park have pedestrian
signal heads. A number
of the signalized intersections restrict motor vehicles from
turning right on red.

Parallel line crosswalk and missing
curb ramp across Bellevue Terr.

There are numerous uncontrolled and mid-block crossings in the
study area; several are found on New Mexico Avenue, Cathedral
Avenue and Wisconsin Avenue. Treatments used at these
locations include high visibility and parallel line crosswalks and
pedestrian warning signs.

An inventory of all curb ramps was conducted for each crossing
in the study area. Missing curb ramps were noted, as well as curb
ramps that lead diagonally into the intersection (parallel curb
ramps are preferred). While there are only a few missing curb
ramps in Glover Park, there are a large number that are not
parallel to the adjacent street.
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Planting Strips

An assessment was completed of the presence, type and width of planting strips in the study area.
Most streets in the residential areas of Glover Park, with the exception of a large section of Tunlaw
Road, have planting strips with grass and trees (average planter width is 5’). Planter strips are missing
on Wisconsin Avenue between Whitehaven Parkway and Calvert Street, and the east side of 37" Street
between W Place and Calvert Street.

Driveways

To meet ADA guidelines, driveways must meet the following conditions:
o Sidewalk surface across a driveway must be level (no more than 2% cross slope)
e Pavement must not have any edges or gaps more than % in height or width
e Level surface area must meet clear width standards

All driveways in the study area were assessed, and as shown on the reference map, many were found
to be noncompliant in both the residential and commercial areas of Glover Park.

ISSUES AND OBSERVATIONS

1. While Glover Park has a
comprehensive network of
sidewalks, along Wisconsin
Avenue the width of several
segments are not sufficient to
accommodate existing levels of
pedestrian  activity. If not
properly located, street furniture
(bus stop signs, newspaper boxes,
mail boxes) can reduce the
usable sidewalk space and
contribute to congestion for
pedestrians. This occurs in
several locations along Wisconsin
Avenue in Glover Park. There are  Congested sidewalk on Overgrown vegetation
also intersections where  Wisconsin Ave
newspaper boxes are located on
the curb within path of travel to and from the
crosswalk (i.e. Hall Place at Wisconsin Avenue).

3. There are a number of areas where vegetation along
the back edge of the sidewalk has been encroached
into the sidewalk area which reduces the usable
walking space and comfort level for pedestrians.

4. A number of sidewalks in the study area have clear
widths of less than 3’, which does not allow for
passage of strollers or assistive walking devices, and ;
does not meet ADA guidelines.

=

Pedestrian crossing Wisconsin Ave at Fulton St

5. Several uncontrolled crossings in the study area are
located on streets with greater traffic volumes and
speeds, such as Wisconsin Avenue and Tunlaw Road. Pedestrians were observed waiting long
periods for gaps in traffic to cross at these locations and darting quickly across to reach safety.
Motorists were observed failing to stop for pedestrians in crosswalks. (i.e. Edmunds Street and
Fulton Street at Wisconsin Avenue ).
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6. At locations where the sidewalk is constructed adjacent to retaining walls, fences, and building
faces, the effective sidewalk width is reduced as pedestrians require a shy space of at least
twelve inches.

7. Physical barriers in the study area (as described in the Roadway Features and Operations section)
create long blocks and limit pedestrian access in a number of locations (i.e. along Wisconsin
between Calvert and Whitehaven, along Tunlaw adjacent to the Russian Embassy).

8. Skewed intersections lengthen crossing distances, which increases the time pedestrians are
exposed to traffic.

9. Intersections with large turning radii result in higher
turning speeds. This can reduce the ability or
likelihood of a motorist to stop or vyield to
pedestrians in the crosswalk, and will increase the
severity of injury should a crash occur (i.e.
Massachusetts Avenue right turn to northbound
Wisconsin  Avenue). All signalized intersections
within Glover Park are currently timed to provide a
concurrent walk signal with the right turn vehicular
movement.

10. Motorists are able to make right-on-red movements
more frequently at intersections with large turning
radii. This often leads to motorists blocking the
crosswalk as they wait for a gap in oncoming traffic.

Wide turning radius on Wisconsin AVe

11. Some streets in Glover Park restrict parking altogether or restrict parking during rush hour which
can have the following impacts on pedestrian comfort and/or safety:
= Removes a buffer between the sidewalk and motor vehicles in the travel lane
= Lengthens the time pedestrians are exposed while crossing a street
= Reduces or eliminates the option of constructing a pedestrian refuge or curb extensions at
the crossing
= Increases vehicle speeds which degrades the pedestrian comfort level
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BICYCLE FACILITIES

Reference Map:

The Bicycle Facilities map indicates:
e Existing and Planned Bicycle Lanes and Routes
e Bicycle route signs
e Bicycle parking

On-Road Bicycle Facilities

There are two on-road signed bicycle routes in Glover Park; one extends along New Mexico Avenue
from the northern boundary of the study area to Watson Place, and the other continues on Garfield
past Massachusetts Avenue.

Bike route sign on Tunlaw Rd Wave bicycle rack on Tunlaw Rd at 42" St Bicycle locked to sign post
on Edmunds Rd

Bicycle Parking

Only two bicycle racks were observed in the study area; on Wisconsin Avenue and Tunlaw Road at
Watson Place. The wave style rack used on Tunlaw Road is not the most preferred by bicyclists as it
does properly support the bicycle frame and can result in damage.

In 2005, the District Department of Transportation adopted the District of Columbia Bicycle Master
Plan. The plan calls for approximately four bicycle routes through Glover Park. Currently, one of the
routes has been signed in accordance with the bicycle plan.

Bicycle lanes and trails were not identified for implementation within Glover Park as a part of the
bicycle plan. The sidewalks on both sides of Massachusetts Avenue were identified as important
connections for bicyclists.

Bicycle Level of Service
During the Bicycle Master Plan, bicycle level of service was calculated for the major collectors and
arterials within Glover Park. The results are shown below:

Road Segment From To Bicycle LOS
New Mexico Ave Nebraska Ave 42" st C
Tunlaw Road 42M st 37" st C
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37" Street Tunlaw Road Whitehaven Parkway D
Wisconsin Ave Massachusetts Ave Calvert St E
Wisconsin Ave Calvert St Whitehaven Parkway D
Massachusetts Ave Cathedral Ave Observatory Circle E
Cathedral Ave New Mexico Ave Massachusetts Ave D
Calvert St 41° st Tunlaw Road D
Calvert St Tunlaw Road Observatory Circle C
Whitehaven Parkway 37" st Wisconsin Avenue C

The majority of these roadways received lower levels of service (C-E) due primarily to high volumes of
traffic on roadways with narrow outside travel lanes (10-12 feet wide).

ISSUES AND OBSERVATIONS

1. Although many of the residential streets in Glover Park
are low volume and low speed and therefore provide a
high quality bicycling environment, most do not
provide connectivity to destinations outside of the
study area. Bicyclists must travel on collectors and
minor arterials to reach destinations outside Glover
Park. The arterials and collectors within Glover Park
currently provide a lower level of service for bicycles.
There are no bicycle lanes in the study area.

2. The existing bicycle routes in Glover Park require
bicyclists to navigate a number of skewed
intersections. At each of these skewed intersections  Bicyclist on Wisconsin Ave
bicyclists experience:

e Increased exposure to motorists while executing a turning maneuver
e The skewed intersections allow motorists to execute turns at higher speeds which place
bicyclists at risk (i.e. 37" Street at Wisconsin Avenue)

3. Generally, the terrain of the study area is lowest at the southern boundary and gains elevation as
you travel north to Cathedral Avenue. The slopes are often in excess of 5% which has two effects
on cyclists:

e Bicyclists traveling uphill operate at lower speeds (i.e. 6-12 mph), which increases the
speed differential between passing motorists and reduces a bicyclist’s comfort level.

e Bicyclists traveling downhill operate at higher speeds decreasing the speed differential
between passing motorists and improving the bicyclist comfort level.

4. Glover Park very limited bicycle parking, and bicycles are frequently locked to sign posts, trees
and railings in the study area.

5. Massachusetts Avenue is a designated bicycle route according to the 2005 Bicycle Master Plan. The
plan calls for wide sidewalks to accommodate bicyclists due to heavy, high-speed traffic on the
road, narrow travel lanes, and longer distances between intersections along Massachusetts
Avenue. Despite the lack of provisions for bicyclists, they currently ride on the sidewalk along
Massachusetts Avenue.

6. Curb radii and curb ramps at several intersections along Massachusetts Avenue are not designed to
slow turning motorists and to slow through-moving bicyclists to reduce the potential for crashes.
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TRANSIT SERVICE AND STOPS

Reference Map:

The Transit Service and Stops map indicates:
e Bus routes
e Bus stop location
e Bus stop amenities (post, shelter, bench)

Transit Routes

Glover Park is served by twelve Washington Metropolitan
Area Transit Authority (WMATA) bus routes, on four lines.
The routes operating in Glover Park connect the
neighborhood to destinations in the city, including
Friendship Heights, Tenleytown, Van Ness-UDC, American
University, Dupont Circle, Georgetown, Foggy Bottom,
Farragut Square, Archives, Potomac Park, Union Station,
and Southeast DC, in addition to many Metrorail stations.

Transit Service

Transit service varies by route. All bus stops in Glover Park
are served seven days a week except for 3 stops on the N8
route, located on New Mexico Avenue. Service typically
begins in the study area at 5:30 AM on weekdays and at 6 AM on weekends. Service ends between
midnight and 1 AM, however the D2 runs until 3:30 AM on Friday and Saturday nights. A higher level of
service is provided along Wisconsin Avenue; buses start at 4:30 AM and end at 3 AM.

D2 Metrobus on Calvert Street

Most stops in Glover Park are served every 5 to 15 minutes during rush hour, and every 8 to 30
minutes at most other times of the day. Service is provided along Wisconsin Avenue as frequently as
every 3 to 6 minutes during rush hour.

WMATA, in coordination with DDOT Mass Transit, is currently conducting a study of the Metrobus 30
routes along Wisconsin and Pennsylvania Ave to determine methods of improving service. They have
completed a ridership survey, interviewed bus operators and held several public workshops to identify
key issues with current service. Recommendations may include the addition of a rapid bus service and
more localized shuttle service on Wisconsin Avenue. Implementation is expected in 2009.

In addition to the Metrobus routes, the East-West DC Circulator bus has its western terminal at
Whitehaven Parkway and Wisconsin Avenue. The Circulator provides service to Georgetown, Foggy
Bottom, Farragut Square, the DC Convention Center and Union Station.

Bus service in Glover Park is provided in the following corridors:

Corridor and Routes Destinations Schedule
Wisconsin Avenue o0 Friendship Heights Operates every 3-6 minutes at rush
Routes: 30, 32, 34, 35, | o Georgetown hour, every 10-15 minutes at most
36, DC Circulator o Foggy Bottom other times of day. Circulator
o Farragut Square operates every 10 minutes from 7
0 Archives AM to midnight, with service
0 Southeast DC extended to 2 AM on Fridays and
Circulator only: Saturdays.
o DC Convention Center
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o0 Union Station
Benton Place/40™ o0 Dupont Circle Operates every 10-20 minutes most
Street/Edmunds o Farragut Square in peak rush times of day, Route D1 operates
Street/39" Street hour direction on Route D1 every 7-30 minutes at rush hour in
Routes D1, D2 0 Union Station in peak rush hour the peak direction.
direction on Route D1
New Mexico 0 Wesley Heights Operates on a loop route every 20-
Avenue/Cathedral 0 American University 30 minutes. No Saturday or Sunday
Avenue 0 Tenleytown service.
Route N8 (weekday 0 Van Ness-UDC weekday only
only)
Cathedral o0 Friendship Heights N2 operates weekdays before 8:15
Avenue/Massachusetts | o Wesley Heights PM every 15-30 minutes.
Avenue 0 American University N6 is a combined version of routes
Routes N2, N6 o0 Embassy Row N2 and N4 that operates every 20-
o0 Dupont Circle 40 minutes weekday evenings and
o Farragut Square weekends.
o0 Tenleytown weekday rush hours
and midday
Massachusetts Avenue | o Friendship Heights Operates every 8-24 minutes most
Routes N3, N4, N6 0 Wesley Heights times of day, Route N3 operates
0 American University every 24-30 minutes in the peak
0 Embassy Row direction.
0 Dupont Circle
o Farragut Square
o0 Potomac Park in peak rush hour
direction on Route N3
o0 Federal Triangle in peak rush
hour direction on Route N3

Bus shelter on Cathedral Ave

Bus stop on Cathedral Ave

Transit Stop Amenities

Metrobus stops in Glover Park are marked by a standard Metrobus sign; most often on a pole adjacent
to the stop. In most cases, these stops have a display case attached to the pole displaying the route
schedules, map, and fare information. A small number of stops have benches, and a smaller number
have shelters that allow passengers to wait for the bus under cover.
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ISSUES AND OBSERVATIONS

1. Ridership levels in Glover Park are particularly high
due to the fact that the study area is not served by a
metro rail station. Respondents to the online survey
reported that faster and/or more direct bus service
would do the most to encourage them to walk, bike
or take transit more frequently.

2. Bus stop amenities varied considerably from stop to
stop within Glover Park (i.e. presence of bench,
shelter, map, Next Bus etc). At locations without
benches, pedestrians were observed sitting on
adjacent retaining walls and steps when available. At
the Starbucks, bus patrons were observed waiting
within the outdoor seating area of the coffee shop.

Transit riders waiting at a Wisconsin Ave stop

3. Narrow sidewalks in the commercial district along Wisconsin Avenue limits the waiting area for
transit users.
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Reference Map:

The Parking Regulations map indicates:
e On-Street Parking

0 No restriction
No parking
No daytime parking
Residential permit parking or 2 hour parking
Meter parking (1, 2 or 4 hour)
Rush hour restricted parking
Loading zone
Handicap parking

o Diplomat Only/Other

e Parking Lot/Garage

OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0Oo

Parking is available on one or both sides of the street throughout most of
the study area. The types of on-street parking available in Glover Park

can generally be classified as follows:

e Permit Parking (for residents only, a 2 hour time limit applies for

vehicles without permits)
e Metered Parking

e Unrestricted parking with no time limit for residents or non-

residents
e Rush-hour restricted parking

Most of the parking in residential sections of Glover Park requires a
residential parking permit that allows permit holders to park in the
neighborhood for as long as they wish. Vehicles without the permit are
allowed to park on these streets for up to two hours. A small nhumber of
local streets have unrestricted parking such as 42" Street north of

Beecher Street and New Mexico Avenue between Cathedral and 42™ Residential parking on

Street.

Observatory Place

Parking along the commercial strip of Wisconsin Avenue south of Calvert

Street, as well as on some adjoining side streets, is typically
metered for either one, two, or four hours. There are
several loading zones along this section of Wisconsin Avenue
as well as on 37" Street behind the commercial strip.
Several businesses have small surface parking lots or
underground garages.

On a number of blocks of Wisconsin Avenue, Tunlaw Road,
Calvert Street, and Massachusetts Avenue, parking is not
permitted during rush hours. In most cases, the restriction
only applies in the peak travel direction.

The 2006 Commercial District Analysis included an
assessment of existing parking conditions along Wisconsin
Avenue. The report addresses the perception of a shortage
of parking serving retail destinations on this corridor. While

2 £ |
OR PARKING

Rush hour restricted parking signs on
Wisconsin Avenue

on-street parking was found to be well-utilized, off-street parking was not at capacity. The report
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attributes this to limited or illegible signs directing motorists to off-street lots or garages, and poor
pedestrian access to Wisconsin Avenue. Recommendations were included in the plan to maximize
existing on- and off-street parking.

ISSUES AND OBSERVATIONS

1. Respondents to the online survey and participants of the open house indicated that there is a
shortage of residential parking in the neighborhood, particularly on streets closest to Wisconsin
Avenue.

2. Demand for on-street parking along the commercial strip of Wisconsin Avenue in Glover Park
exceeds existing supply and creates spillover on adjacent residential streets. In addition, several
destinations in the study area, including Starbucks and CVS, generate significant demand for
short-term parking which creates congestion and presents safety hazards for motorists and
pedestrians near Hall Place.

3. Motorists searching for on-street parking were observed circulating on Tunlaw Road, 37" Street,
Calvert Street, W Place, and Hall Place.

4. Motorists attempting to patron the Starbucks were observed performing illegal maneuvers

(backing, wrong way driving, double parking) at Hall Place and Wisconsin Avenue which increases
the potential for conflicts with pedestrians and other motorists.
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